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SUB J : STATEMENT ON SEA NEUTRALIZATION BY PM RAZAK 

1. ON DEC 19, INDEPENDENT MP ASKED PM RAZAK WHETHER US OPPOSES 
CONCEPT OF NEUTRALITY IN SEASIA. PM RESPONDED THAT PROPOSAL TO 
CREATE ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY IS STILL UNDER STUDY 
BY ASJMC NATIONS, AND ONLY WHEN DETAILS OF PROPOSAL AGREED UPON 
WOULD QUESTION OF SUPPORT FROM MAIOR POWERS ARISE. 

2. COMMENT: PM RESPONSE IS CONSISTENT WITH GOM’S EMPHASIS ON NEED 
FOR ASEAN TO FORMULATE DETAILED, COMMONLY ACCEPTED VERSION OF 
PLAN PRIOR TO SEEKING ACCEPTANCE OUTSIDE THE REGION.D 
CHESLAW 
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